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HALL OF
THRILLS

After an extensive renovation. Keswick Hall reopens with
more rooms, revitalized event spaces and a restaurant by

chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten. BY MICHAEL MCCARTHY

hree and a halt years is an erernity in the life of a resort. Just ask che

owners of Keswick Hall, Molly and Robert Hardie, who've spent the past
42 monchs rebuilding cheir hospitalicy masterpiece near Chardoresville,
Va. For tans of this storied property thar daces back to 12, ic was
worth the wait. From a Jean-Georges Vongericheen rescaurant known as
Marigold to reimagining the guest rooms and suites—now expanded o 8o spaces—the
Hardies have created the type of pose-pandemic recrear chae feels exacly righe for che

rimes and the locarion. It's ar once breezily comtortable and chic, a sancruary ro dispense

with formalities and cake in an Lu1tin5'1nul\ll.'

serting. It's an oasis of calm, a place o breache again.
“We poured our hearts into lhnu_;]u fully

redesigning chis property,” savs Molly. “We honored
L L. . . -

the past bur hmui;iu the property forw ard. From

a design standpoine, we incorporated cleaner,

an b o e o)

calmer modern lines, Ou {EL'?-'l‘:L:'tl stvle is eclecric

in some ways, and we made a cakculared dhoice

- g
¥ El, Ly 1

lugﬂ []1:IIJLLE:|[L the old furniture and hand-select
whar we'd save for an exciting refurbishment in
the common areas. We also ]'iL']."[ SOIMIC urjl-,;in-.iI

art, and ir's now l.‘nl‘l‘ll":!;‘n‘ll.‘:m‘d |'|_'u' a modern arr

acsthetic char retlects scenes of the outdoors” One

L“x:l.mph‘ is the work of Richmond-based artist
Anne Blackwell 'Hmlllpmn of Blackwell Botanicals

(blackwellboranicals.com); she preserves the artisery

of namre lw pressing Howers and foliage and
¢ ¢

ca |'+."|"|.-.||_u frames each love |_\ specimen. | ler work—a
natural snapshot of Keswick tHlora—now lines the
Garden Room, a |-.'H.|.|1;..* thar ushers in staggering
views of the properry's terraces and golt course.

The minds behind rhe 100% renovarion of the
property include New York R:il_'m-l‘-.au'd archivecrural
firm Harr Howerron (harchowerton.com), ]ighrins:\
design studio L'Observatoire Inter narional
(lobsintl.com), renowned landscape architects
Nelson Byrd Wolez (nbwla.com), and scores of local

artists and artisans. The Hardies didn't sk imp. As

L L

From top: Keswick Hall's decor offers a bright mix of tradition and modernity: the property's
signature restaurant, Marigold by Jean-Georges. features outdoor dining that overlooks

the Pete Dyve-designed golt course. Oppuosite page. From lef: Keswick Hall's siriking main
entrance: the property’s Horizon Pool is heated tor vear-round enjoyment.



the -.‘uup|-.‘ l.iu;_: du‘pu‘r in the scope of the project
several vears ago, it became apparent thar a 100%
renovarion would be ideal. Guests will discover
obwvious renovations, like rooms, suites and pul'-ii-.'
areas, bur also new eleceric, warer, HVAC and

air |.‘lLlI'jt-IL.'Il 101 SVSEems, }ﬁlu.x the :u.'p];m:tm‘lu of
membranes benearh che outdoor terraces lined
with new tile. A nod o htl.\l;l.il'l'.l.l‘li]il} was baked
into the reviralizarion, as Keswick Lir:im:uim:i”} cur

single-use p]:u«t ics and Incorpo ated native p]:mh
L

ﬁri‘u'_'-. require less water) inro the |;|1'|1{:-1".I|[‘Ii1‘|5.‘:,.
Condensation from dhe AC system is even used to
WALET Ih.l.‘ }‘lTﬂ]'\t'T["- 's ;I’L‘t'l'lt'l'.\.

Before Keswick n'nprm'u.l in Ocrober, locals

buzzed abour the summer ribbon-cutting of the
property's stand-alone restaurant and bar, M j;:‘nlul
by Jean-Georges. The chatter wasn't misguided, as
the venue—with its rustic exeerior and post and
beam interior—is a visual knockour. The ourdoor
space is no less char ming, w ith lush Hlower and herb
:.:.'h'd NS, A perangue court tor boules (think bocce)
and a stone ﬁl'uplu'v. The L'u]in_u'_a CCAm SOUICes

].1..:;1”_1. and from Oakdale Farm, which is run l‘l_'~

From vop: 1 he Properey’s rooms and suites

Feature phlush hnishes and smart technology: o
Mmkinp tub offers r:rl.'pt'um:' views in one of
Keswick Hall's ex pansive suites,

the resort and produces vegetables, edible tlowers and,
start 'mé; next sprin::;, its own ]urlu'_x.

The opening menu reflects the elevared yer lll'lt;.H'\_"-
vibe of the resort, as it offers diners irems in four
caregories: pasta and pizza, hish and mear, p]:ll‘l[—l\.mxi
and sides. In addition o salads ([don't overlook the warm
three-grain and mushroom salad wich roasted delicara
u]u;hhl, BucsEs w ill find appeazers like puluphln and
basil pot stickers, and fig and burrata with fig compote,
aged balsamic vinegar, olive oil and tarragon. The
mixology program trom the ~.\.._-|]--.:.E'lpuin[..-..{ bar includes
the Aurumn Cosmonaur (Blue R id:::u: vodka, cranber Iy,
apple, lemon, rosemary) and the Charlottesville Seven
(Four Rose bourbon, Caperitit, Cynar 70, black walnur
bitcers), along with an impressive wine list (including

"-.'jl\-:;ini.a wines from Earlv Mountain and Linden) and

craft brews from Three Notch'd Brewing, among other
locals, The kitchen's standout courses include spice
crusted Faroe Island salmon, roasted Maine lobster
and prime tenderloin. B ery dish from Vonger ichren's
team is a steady balance of beaury, taste and rescraine,

-.'.\p];tinin:; whyv it's alreadv an instant classic.

ALL MEAYTUS BY GREG POW ERS THE O GROUP

When guests sertle into their rooms, they'll norice lots of

lictle derails, in-.']l.u-.ljtl&; smart TVs, Lutron ]ightiu&:‘. privacy

serrings that can be ].".‘I'htﬁl'lilliif.l.‘tl. and Thierry Atlan choco
With a framework n}']i&:‘hu*r toned wood furniture, the rooms
are dressed in white, blue and cream hues—complete with
Duxiana mactresses and Frecee sheets and bath linens

The Hardies also ensured the other lures of the
property, im'huling a Pere ['l_\ ¢ u.'h;tmpivm]ﬁp :,;nH'
course, remain in the spotlight. A renovated clubhouse,
complemented by a pro shop and members lounge, opens
this winter. Tennis lovers will find seven newly insralled
['.umin.';m L']:L_\ courts (the first subir ig;m'd u]-.L_". COUTTS in
the mid-Aclantic). A new spa opens in May, and the heated
Horizon Pool —perfect for unwinding day and night
tearures uleravioler lighe fileration and cabanas.

Ax every turn, the Hardies have giwn guests a reminder

of where Ih-.‘_x are. “We want people ro visir, have an amazing
time and return to their normal lives E;.'u.‘|in-:11 refreshed.”

says Molly. For visitors, the task is easy: Take chese gracious
OW TS up on their offer and L'11jL'r_~. the passage of time ina
place where the minures aren’t counted; they're embraced.

701 Club Drive, Keswick, Va., 434-979.3440, kaswick.com e
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From top: A ereative m iMh]llE:l‘ program is part
of the lure at Crawlords {an im pn.'ni.\ ¢ bar) and
Mlar ir‘ull.l |1I'|'_|:|.'u.|1 L ;d.'I:lrFl."ﬁ. com for e ble gutlu‘rin;
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